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The Tenth of Muḥarram 
By Idris Watts 

 
 
Before the Prophet  came to Madīnah, he would fast the tenth of this month as the 
people of Makkah would do.1 When the Muslims settled in Madīnah, he ordered the 
them all to fast it there as well. He commanded one of the Muslims to cry out to the 
people: “If one of you has eaten this morning, refrain from eating for the rest of the 
day, and whoever has not eaten, fast this day for this is the 10th of Muḥarram.”2 The 
Messenger of Allah  then sent someone to the Helpers (Anṣār) who resided on the 
outskirts of the city to tell them to do the same. The Muslims respected this day so 
much that they would prevent their infants from eating as well and when they went to 
the mosque they had a toy made from wool by their side and whenever their child cried 
out of hunger, they would give it to them.3  However, a year after the emigration, 
Ramaḍān was prescribed for the community, so the Prophet  told the people that the 
10th Muḥarram was no longer a duty for them, but he still continued to fast it. 
 
Ibn ʿAbbās  said that he never saw the Messenger of Allah  fast a day, seeking out its 
virtue over other days quite like this day (10th Muḥarram) and this month (Ramaḍān).4 
He also encouraged the Muslims to continue fasting it. 5 He  said: 
 

ء  و ء أ    
“Whoever wishes, fast it and whoever wishes may eat.”6 

 
Whilst he was in Madīnah, he found that the Jewish community at Khaybar would fast 
it too. They would celebrate it and give gifts of jewellery and new clothes to their wives. 
When he asked them why they did so, they explained, “This was the day that Moses  
and the Children of Israel were victorious over Pharaoh, so Moses  fasted it out of 
thanks7 and we fast it out of veneration for that day.” The Prophet  replied, “We have 
more right to Moses than you,”8 and so he reminded the people to keep fasting this day. 

                                                 
1 A tradition related by Muslim in the chapter entitled ‘Ṣawm Yawm ʿĀshūrāʾ’ (Fasting the Tenth of 
Muḥarram). It maybe that it was an practice of Prophet Abraham  to fast this day and the Arabs 
managed to still preserve this act up until the coming of the Prophet , but Allah knows best. 
2 A tradition of Salamah b. al-Akwaʿ related by Bukhārī 
3 A tradition of ar-Rabīʿ related by Bukhārī 
4 A tradition related by Bukhārī and Muslim 
5 Some held the opinion that it was no longer encouraged after Ramaḍān was decreed as a month of 
fasting and so it is related that ʿAbdullah b. ʿUmar would not fast the 10th unless it fell on a day he would 
usually fast. 
6 A tradition related by Bukhārī and Muslim 
7 It is related that he used to wear linen on the day and wear kohl in his eyes. 
8 Without doubt, the Prophet  encouraged Muslims to fast this day.  Moreover, his concern for this day 
after he arrived in Madīna reveals the bond of love that he  had for his brothers among the Prophets 
and Messengers.  It also demonstrates his desire to extend a hand of friendship and peace to the People 
of the Book as well as to strengthen the good terms and cooperation between them and the Muslims. The 
Messenger of Allah  used to direct the Muslims to interact with the Jews and Christians in the best way 
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Then in the last year after the conquering of Makkah, he ordered the Muslims to differ 
with the Jews by fasting either an extra day before or after it.9  
 
The Messenger of Allah  said: 
 

راء  م    ا إ أ  ا أن  ام 
“I believe that Allah will atone the previous year (for fasting the 10th).”10 

 
راء   و م   م   

 “Fasting the 10th of Muḥarram atones a year (of sin) and fasting the 9th Dhū al-Ḥijjah 
atones 2 years.”11 

 
ا   أو  د  ا ا راء  م  ه ا   

“Fast the 10th and oppose the Jews by fasting a day before it or after it.”12 
 

م ن  ا ا م  ر  أ ا
“The most virtuous of fasts after Ramaḍān is the month of Allah, Muḥarram.”13 

                                                                                                                                                 
through emphasizing that they treat them with kindness and respect.  This is also demonstrated in 
Allah’s words, “Allah does not forbid you from those who do not fight you because of religion and do not 
expel you from your homes – from being righteous toward them and acting justly toward them. Indeed, 
Allah loves those who act justly.” (Qurʾān: 60/8) It is based on this that Muslim scholars have had 
consensus on the general principle that Muslims and the Jews and Christians, shared in both the 
advantages and disadvantages associated with the new Muslim empires.  This principle was applied in its 
best form during centuries of Muslim rule in which People of the Book were treated with respect and had 
full freedom to practice their religion without interference.  This is quite significant considering the 
context of the pre-modern period in which religious minorities were persecuted and forced conversions 
were commonplace outside of the realm of the Muslim lands.  Islamic history is an attestation to the 
extent which the Islamic tradition embraced the followers of other faiths with mutual respect, religious 
tolerance, kindness, and peace. 
9 In his commentary of Bukhārī on these traditions, Ibn Ḥajar al-ʿAsqalānī mentioned that the Messenger 
of Allah  liked to adopt the practice of the Jews and Christians in matters in which he had no explicit 
command from Allah, especially if it opposed the practice of the idolaters. He initially used to imitate 
them such as not parting his hair, dying his grey hairs, and facing Jerusalem in prayer. However, once 
Makkah was conquered and Islam had become well known, he began to oppose their practice as is 
established in rigorously authenticated tradition. This is the case in this instance: he adopted their 
practice initially and said ‘We have more right to Moses than you do’, and then later on he commanded 
the people to fast an additional day alongside the 10th either before or after in order to differ with them. 
Ibn Ḥajar al-ʿAsqalānī then commented, “As for Quraysh fasting this day, perhaps it was due to what they 
had inherited from a previously sacred law and that was why they used to honour it by clothing the 
Kaʿbah therein and other matters.” It was also said in pre-Islamic times, they committed a sin that they 
felt remorse for and they were told to fast the 10th of Muḥarram for atonement.       
10 A tradition of Abū Qatādah related by Muslim 
11 A tradition of Abū Qatādah related by Muslim: It is said that it atones a year because it is from the 
Sacred Law of Moses  where as the 9th ʿArafah is from the Sacred Law of Muḥammad . 
12 A weak tradition of Ibn ʿAbbās related by Aḥmad: some where of the opinion that he fasted a day before 
it and after it, fearing that he may have not caught 10th. This was something he did on occasions whilst 
travelling.  
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م  ن  ا ا  ر ب إن    م وٕن    ب   ا  

 آ
 “If you are going to fast a month after Ramaḍān, then fast Muḥarram for therein is a 
day in which Allāh accepted the repentance of a people and therein He accepts the 

repentance of others.”14 
 

ٔ راء   ا ه أم  ء   
“The 10th of Muḥarram was a day that the Prophets fasted so you fast it too.”15 

 
ل ا  ا  و ت ر م ا و   ن أ    ٔ  ا

“The Messenger of Allah  did not pass away until he used to fast both Saturday and 
Sunday together on a number of occasions.”16 

 
This was the case even though he used to forbid the people from fasting Saturday. 
 
Fasting this day is a means for atonement and purification since the reward for fasting 
it is atonement for a year’s worth of sin. 
 
It is mentioned in the book attributed to Shaykh ʿAbd al-Qādir al-Jilānī al-Ghunyah, that 
ten prophets were honoured on this day17: 
 

 Allah accepted Adam’s  repentance18 
 Enoch  was taken up to the heavens 
 Noah  landed the Ark on the Mount Jūdī

19 
 Abraham  was born, he was taken as a close companion of Allah, and he was 

delivered from heat of the fire 

                                                                                                                                                 
13 A tradition of Abū Hurayrah related by Muslim 
14 A weak tradition of ʿAlī related by Tirmidhī 
15 A weak tradition related by Baqī b. Makhlad in his Musnad 
16 A tradition related by Nasāʾī 
17 Many of these accounts mentioned above and below are questionable. I have given references to those 
events that I am aware have a basis. People should be cautious about relating many of the things found in 
al-Ghunyah because many of the meritorious acts in the book have no basis and many of the Prophetic 
traditions therein are fabricated. Ibn Ḥajar al-Makkī says in his al-Ḥawādith al-Ḥadīthiyyah: “Also be 
wary of believing in what is written in (the book) al-Ghunyah of the Imām of the Gnostics and Spiritual 
Axis of Islam and the Muslims ʿAbd al-Qādir al-Jīlānī because someone, with whom Allah will take him to 
task, has fabricated things against him in the book of which he is innocent (ascribing anthropomorphic 
traits to Allah Exalted). How can such a ridiculous matter be circulated about him when he is one who is 
proficiently grounded, not only in the Book (Qurʾān) and the Sunnah, but in both the Shāfiʿī and Ḥanbalī 
Schools of Jurisprudence to the point where he would give legal opinion from both of these Schools?!!!...”         
18 This was mentioned by ʿIkramah who relates it from Ibn ʿAbbās according to Ibn Rajab.  
19 A tradition of Abū Hurayrah related by Aḥmad: It is ascribed to Abū Qatādah that Noah  boarded the 
Ark in the 20th Rajab and left the Ark on the 10th of Muḥarram.  



©Abu Zahra Foundation 2013 
 

 David  was forgiven 
 Solomon  was granted his kingdom 
 Job  was healed from his ailment 
 Moses  was delivered at the sea and Pharaoh was drowned20 
 Jonah  was delivered from the whale21 
 Jesus  was taken up to the heavens 
 Muḥammad  was born  
   

He also mentions a number of events that are said to have occurred on the tenth of 
Muḥarram: 
 

 Allah created the Pen 
 Allah created the Throne 
 Allah created the footstool 
 Allah created the Tablet 
 Allah created the heavens 
 Allah created the stars 
 Allah earth 
 Allah created Gabriel  and the angels 
 Allah created the mountains 
 Allah created the oceans 
 Allah raised over His Throne 
 The first rains fell 
 The first mercy descended 
 Allah created Adam  
 Allah placed Adam  in the Garden 
 Adam  descended to the earth22 
 Enoch  was taken up to the heavens 
 The day the Ark settled on al-Jūdī

23 
 Abraham  was born 
 Allah delivered Abraham  from the fire 
 Allah ransomed Ishmael  with the ram 
 It was these then days that Allah complete forty days for Moses  
 It was the day when Moses  confronted the sorcerers which was a festive 

occasion for the people of Pharaoh then 
 Allah drowned Pharaoh 
 Allah healed Job  from his ailment 

                                                 
20 Ibn Rajab relates a report from Wahb that Moses  ordered the Children of Israel to turn in 
repentance in the first 10 days of Muḥarram and to go outside on the 10th and Allah will forgive them.  
21 It was mentioned by Ibn Ḥabīb and Ibn Rajab mentions a tradition from ʿAlī that it was the day that 
Allāh accepted the repentance of his people.  
22 Ibn Rajab mentions that this was related by ʿAbd al-Wahhāb al-Khaffāf from Saʿīd and Qatādah 
23 A mountain in northern Iraq near the city of Mosul 
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 Joseph was delivered from the well24 
 Allah forgave David  
 Solomon  was bestowed his kingdom 
 Jesus  was born25 
 Jesus  was taken up to the heavens 
 A people’s repentance was accepted on this day: The Messenger of Allah  said: 

 
راء   و م   م   

 “Fasting the 10th of Muḥarram atones a year (of sin) and fasting the 9th Dhū al-Ḥijjah 
atones 2 years.”26 

 
 The Quraysh used to clothe the Kaʿbah  
 The Prophet  was delivered from the tribulation of his people 
 The Day of Resurrection will be on this day 
 al-Ḥusayn was martyred on this day27 

 
The merits for fasting this day: 
 

راء   و م   م   
 “Fasting the 10th of Muḥarram atones a year (of sin) and fasting the 9th Dhū al-Ḥijjah 

atones 2 years.”28 
 
Acts of devotion encouraged on this day:29 
 

 Whoever takes a ritual bath on this day will not fall ill unless it is a fatal illness30 
 

                                                 
24 As related by Ibn Ḥabīb 
25 As mentioned by Ibn Ḥabīb 
26 A tradition of Abū Qatādah related by Muslim: It is said that it atones a year because it is from the 
Sacred Law of Moses  where as the 9th ʿArafah is from the Sacred Law of Muḥammad . 
27 Umm Salamah relates that al-Ḥusayn came into her house whilst the Prophet  was there and climbed 
onto his chest played. The Prophet  had a clump of mud in his hand and his tears became to fall. When 
al-Ḥusayn left Umm Salamah came back into the house and asked, “For your sake over my own father 
and mother, O Messenger of God, I saw that you had a clump of mud in your hand and you were crying.” 
The Prophet  replied, “I was overjoyed to have my grandson playing on my chest, but Gabriel  came 
to me and placed the mud that he will fall upon when he is killed. That is why I cry.” (Bayhaqī) 
28 A tradition of Abū Qatādah related by Muslim 
29 I have mentioned all the meritorious acts found in the books of virtuous acts on these days whilst 
highlighting which ones have a basis with references and I have remained silent on those that I could not 
find a basis. The reason I have mentioned some of them, even though they are baseless, is in order for the 
reader to distinguish between them.   
30 Ibn Rajab mentioned that all the traditions related to henna, antimony (koḥl) and bathing are 
fabricated. As noted in the following footnote, there is a difference of opinion with regard to the 
traditions on antimony (koḥl).   
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 Whoever puts antimony (koḥl) in his eyes on this day, his eyes will never 
become inflamed throughout the whole of the year 
 

إ ا   راء   أ م    
“Whoever uses antimony (koḥl) on the 10th of Muḥarram, his eyes will never 

inflame.”31 
 

Ibn ʿĀbidīn says, quoting Ibn al-ʿIzz: 
 

“Once the Rawāfiḍ had innovated in the religion by holding mourning 
processions and manifesting sorrow on the 10th due to it being the day al-
Ḥusayn was killed, the ignorant from the Sunni community began to manifest 
joy and take seeds and food and wear antimony (koḥl) in their eyes on that day, 
relating fabricated traditions in regard to it and traditions about spending on 
the family.”  

 
Ibn ʿĀbidīn remarks: 

 
“This (what Ibn al-ʿIzz says) is baseless because the traditions relating the virtue 
of using antimony (koḥl) are weak, not fabricated.” 
 
However, Ibn ʿĀbidīn’s son ʿAlāʿ ad-Dīn says that the traditions related to the 
merits of using henna, bathing and kohl are all fabricated. Thus, it is disliked 
(makrūh) to do these things on the 10th. 

 
 Whoever visits the sick on this day it is as if he has visited all the children of 

Adam  
 Whoever quenches someone’s thirst on that day it will as if he has never 

committed sin 
 Whoever prays four cycles of prayer on this day and recites in each cycle 

Chapter Fātiḥah and Chapter Ikhlāṣ fifty times fifty years of sins will be 
forgiven done previous and fifty years into the future, and God will build for 
him a thousand palaces of light in the Garden32 

 One should show extra kindness to one’s family by buying them foods or 
clothes.  

 
راء و ا    م    و  أ  

                                                 
31 A tradition related by al-Bayhaqī that Ibn al-Jawzī considered fabricated whilst other scholars 
considered them weak  
32 It is also related that he read Chapter Zilzāl, Kāfirūn, and Ikhlāṣ and then he should send prayers and 
peace upon the Prophet  seventy times after finishing his prayer.  
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 “Whoever is extra generous to his family on the tenth of Muḥarram, God will be extra 
generous to him.”33 

 
 Whoever fasts on this day it will be atonement for forty years of sin 
 Whoever spends the night awake in prayer and fasts the day he will be 

granted long life 
 Whoever gives charity on this day it will be as if he has given charity 

throughout the whole year 
 

م  م ا و   ٔ ق   اراء    
“Whoever fast the 10th of Muḥarram, it is as if he has fasted the whole year and 

whoever give charity therein it is like giving charity for the whole year.”34 
 

 Whoever fasts the last day of Dhu al-Ḥijjah and the first day of Muḥarram 
will have fifty years worth of sin atoned for 

 It is a good thing to make these supplications on this day:35 
 
 

َ َ  رَ ﴿ َ َ ْ َ ْ َ   وَ ََ   ْ ِ ْ َ  ْ ن  إِ   وَ َ َ ُ ْ  ا َ ْ َ     َ ُ َ   ِ َ  ْ  ﴾َ ِ ِ ٰ ا
“Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have mercy 

36”upon us, we will surely be among the losers. 
  

ْ  َ   ْ ُ  ا ِ ْ َ ْ َ   وَ ِ  ْ ِ ْ  َ  إِ  وَ  ﴿  ﴾َ ِ ِ ٰ ا
“My Lord, I seek refuge in You from asking that of which I have no knowledge. And 

37”unless You forgive me and have mercy upon me, I will be among the losers. 
  

َ  إِ  ب رَ ﴿   َ ْ ُ  َ ْ ِ َ  ْ ِ ْ  ِ﴾ 
“He said, ‘My Lord, indeed I have wronged myself, so forgive me,’ and He forgave him. 

38”Indeed, He is the Forgiving, the Merciful. 
 

                                                 
33 A weak tradition of Abū Saʿīd, related by al-Bayhaqī and aṭ-Ṭabarānī: Jābir and Abū az-Zubayr said that 
he practiced this for forty years and he found it to always bear fruit. Ibn ʿUyaynah said that he had tested 
it for fifty or sixty years and he never saw anything but good in it. Aḥmad b. Ḥanbal did not consider it an 
authentic tradition. Aḥmad Raza Khān relates in his commentary Jidd al-Mumtār on Radd al-Muḥtār that 
one should act on this even if one is not fasting the day.  
34 A tradition of ʿAbdullah b. ʿAmr b. al-ʿĀṣ related by Abū Mūsā al-Madīnī 
35 ʿUmar b. ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz wrote to the citadels of the Muslims and ordered the people to ask for 
forgiveness like their father Adam , Noah , Moses , and Jonah .    
36 Qurʾān: 7/23 
37 Qurʾān: 11/47  
38 Qurʾān: 28/16  
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ُ  إِ  َ َ َٰ ْ ُ  َ ْ  ا  إِ  َٰ   إِ َ ﴿  ﴾َ ِ ِ ا  َ ِ  ُ ْ  
There is no deity except You; exalted are You. Indeed, I have been of the “

39”oers.wrongd 
 

ْ  وَ ِ ْ َ  َ ْ َ َ  َ ْ  ا  إِ  َٰ   إِ  َ  رَ  َ ْ ا   ُ  اَ    إِ  َب ُ ا  ُ ِ ْ  َ َ  ُ   إِ ِ  ْ ِ ْ  َ ِْ  َ ِ  َ ْ َ َ ا
 َ ْ ا 

“O Allah, You are my Lord; there is no deity but You! I have wronged myself and I 
acknowledge my sin so forgive me for no-one forgives sins except you.” 

 

َ  إِ   ُ  اَ    َ ْ ُ  َ ْ ِ ُ   ْ ً َ  ِ ْ َ ارْ وَ  كَ َ ْ ِ  ْ ِ  ةً َ ِ ْ  َ ِ  ْ ِ ْ َ  َ ْ  ا  إِ  َب ُ ا  ُ ِ ْ  َ َ ا وَ ً ِ  
ْ  َ ْ ا  َ  إِ   ُ ِ ا  رُ ُ َ ا

“O Allah, I have wronged myself much and only You forgive sins so You forgive me 
specially and show me mercy. Indeed, You are the most forgiving and merciful.” 

   

َ َ ا  وَ ِ َ ْ َ َ  َ ْ  ا  إِ  َٰ   إِ  َ  رَ  َ ْ ا   ُ  اَ  َ َ ا وَ  كَ ُ ْ     ٰ َ ْ َ  كَ ِ ْ وَ وَ  كَ ِ ْ    َ ِ  ذُ ُ ا  ُ ْ َ َ  ا
 ِ ْ  َ   َ َ      َ ْ  ا  إِ  َب ُ ا  ُ ِ ْ  َ َ  ُ   إِ ِ  ْ ِ ْ  َ ِْ  َ ِ  ءُ ُ ا وَ  ُ ْ َ  

“O Allah, You are my Lord; there is no deity but You! You created me and I am your 
slave. I am upon your covenant and promise as long as I am able. I seek refuge in You 

from the evil I have done and I acknowledge my sins so forgive me for no-one forgives 
sins except you.” 

  
One should fast the ninth or the eleventh with the tenth and some have said you should 
fast all 3 days. 

It is also said by the people of piety that it is encouraged (mustaḥabb) to recite the 
Verse of the Footstall (Qurʾān: 2/255), al-Fātiḥah, Yāsīn and to repeat the words 
ḥasbuna Allāhu wa niʽma al-wakīl (Allah is sufficient for us and He is the best of 
protectors) seventy times followed by prayers upon the beloved Messenger of God .  
The following supplication is also often said on this day. 

نَ  َ ْ ْ  ءَ ْ ِ  ِ ا  ُ انِ ا ْ ِ  ِ ْ ِ َ ا ْ ُ َ  و َ ْ َ َ َ وَ ا  و َ ْشِ  زِ َ َ  َ َ  ا ٰ َ وَ  ْ ْ َ   َ ِ  إِ  ِ ا   
 َْ نَ  ِ إِ ْ َد ا  ِ ا  ُ َ َ ْ ِ وا ْ ِْ تِ وَ  ِ ِ ا ِ َ َد  َ َل وَ َ وَ  َُ  َ ْ َ ةَ َ   ُ    ِ ْ  ِ  إِ  ِ ا َ 
 ْ ِا َ وَ  ِ َ ُ  َ ْ ِ ِ و ْ َ  ْ ِ ا ْ ِ َ  َ ْ ِ  ْ ٰ ا ْ َ  وَ ْ ِ ِ ٰ  ُ ا  َوَ  ِ ا َ َ َ   ٰ ِ َ   ُ َ َ  ٍ 

ِ ٰ َ وَ  ِِ وَ  ِ  آ ْ َ ِ َ ْ  َ ا

                                                 
39 Qurʾān: 21/87 
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“Glory be to Allah tantamount to the scale, the furthest reaches of knowledge, the 
extent of His divine contentment and the weight of the Throne. There is no asylum or 
deliverance from Allah except unto Him. Glory be to Allah the number of all numbers 

both odd and even and all His perfect words (attributes). There is no strength or might 
except through Allah, the lofty and mighty. He is my sufficiency and the best of 

guardians. And prayers be upon our leigelord Muḥammad and all his household and 
companions.”   

   
Mentioning the martyrdom of Imām Ḥusain: 
 
It is a very common practice amongst the Sunni Muslim community in the Indian sub-
continent to eulogise Imam Ḥusain’s sacrifices not only on the day of the 10th 
Muḥarram but throughout the whole month. This practice is not as common amongst 
other Sunni Muslim communities in the Muslim world. Although not inherently wrong, 
there can be no doubt that there is a danger that such practices can encourage Shiite 
sympathy within the Sunni community thus causing much confusion amongst the 
common people with regard to what is the Sunni stance on certain issues as well as 
encouraging Shiite practices.  
 
There are many baseless and reprehensible practices now found amongst the people 
such as guilt at showing joy in these days at community events of happiness, cutting 
hair, getting married, and buying new clothes to mention but a few. Therefore, I feel it 
is of importance to highlight what some of the Indian and Arab scholars thought about 
holding events through the month and their vehement declaration of such displays of 
grief in these days as forbidden and unlawful. It is true that the Indian scholars 
commended doing acts of worship in these days with the intention of dedicating the 
reward to the family of the Prophet  and they were not against the principle of 
holding events in their memory as long as they are free of blatant fabricated narrations 
and there was not a fear of imitating the Shiites. Yet, it is important, if the community 
feel the need to hold such events, to clarify the Sunni stance on the station of the 
Prophet’s  family, to make mention and praise all the four rightly guided Caliphs and 
stress that we hold nothing but love for all the Companions, may Allah be pleased with 
them all.   
 
It is also necessary to make reference to the merits of Abū Sufyān and Muʿāwiyah and 
the Prophet’s  praise of them so as to exonerate them from the accusation that the 
father had ulterior motives in accepting Islam and that the son opposed ʿAlī purely 
because of hate of the Prophet’s family and out avidness for leadership. No speaker 
should use an event to curse people in history and rile the people into zealous 
emotional outbursts against them. The Sunni Muslim is someone whose emotions are in 
conformity with intellect and reason. He reflects over history to take lessons for 
himself and pay heed. He only has concern for what benefits him in his life and worries 
more about his own position before Allah, rather than ranting and raving about peoples 
and events that have long past us by, displaying frustration and discontent with Allah’s 
decree.    
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Aḥmad an-Nūrī (d. 1906): 

 

“Here in the India, in the month of Muḥarram, the Muslims give condolences in the 
remembrance of Imām al-Ḥusayn . This is forbidden in Islam. Some people mourn for 
ten days while others mourn for forty days in this month. During this period, they 
postpone weddings and happy occasions. This is a reprehensible innovation introduced 
by the Shiites and it is forbidden.  
 
During these days the Sunni community is advised to give charity, keep fast and recite 
the Qurān and prayers on the Prophet , and then offer it to the blessed soul of Imām 
al-Ḥasan, Imām al-Ḥusayn and the martyrs. The Divine Law recommends such acts. It is 
also permissible for the Sunni Muslims to hold gatherings in honour of the martyrs and 
lecture to the people about their sufferings and sacrifices on the battlefields while 
defending Islam. The events of Karbala are examples and lessons for the people and the 
martyrdom of Imām al-Ḥusayn is a beacon of guidance. There is no harm in shedding 
tears and expressing sorrow on the great sacrifices of the Noble Imām. It is an 
innovation and forbidden in these days to beat the chest cry out loudly, scratch or cut 
the face and body, to abstain from cutting hair, nails, bathing and changing clothes, 
breaking bangles on woman’s hands, and wearing black and green clothing. These are 
evil practices of the Shiites. A true Sunni Muslim does not conform or imitate any 
corrupt sect. The Prophetic Tradition has warned: 
 

م      
“Whoever imitates is among them.”40 

 
“Observe the anniversary of Imām al-Ḥusayn’s martyrdom on the eve and day of the 
10th of Muḥarram. This has been a regular practice of the Scholars, men of God and the 
righteous. Observe it as they did by staying awake the whole night in worship, reciting 
the Holy Qurān, prophetic traditions, invoking God and sending prayers on the Holy 
Prophet . Offer the rewards of this worship to the souls of the martyrs and acquire 
spiritual benefits from the sacred soul of Imām al-Ḥusayn…Try to spend the night 
engrossed in this meditation. Feed the poor and destitute on the morning of the 10th, as 
this was the practice of the Men of God (Sufis). With the blessings of this, one will attain 
progress and peace for the whole year.  
 
One must not indulge in innovation on this night such as giving condolences and 
mourning, dancing, fire walking, drum beating and other undesirable acts. These are all 
innovations that are not substantiated by the Divine Law. These acts invite the wrath of 
Allah and distress the soul of Imām al-Ḥusayn. It is obvious that these practices will 
annoy the Imām’s grandfather, the Messenger of Allah . Why not then engage in acts 
that please them and earn the mercy of almighty Allah rather than vice-versa? These 

                                                 
40 Sirāj al-ʿAwārif fī al-Waṣāyā wa al-Maʿārif, Aḥmad an-Nūrī, whose father was the spiritual guide of 

Aḥmad Riḍā Khān, p 229-30 
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moments are for accumulating and earning mercies and bounties and not curses and 
displeasure. May All-Mighty Allah guide and protect us from all malpractices. Amen.41 
 
“My Spiritual Guide and my grandfather forbade people in the month of Muḥarram 
from the evil practices of the Shiite, that is, mourning and reading odes of lamentation 
(marthiyyah). He said, “Once I mentioned to my Spiritual Guide, Shā Ālī Aḥmad al-
Ḥusaynī al-Qādirī (d.1820), about the practice of my beloved teacher ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz ad-
Dehlawī (d. 1826). In the month of Muḥarram, he lectured on the excellence of Imām al-
Ḥasan and al-Ḥusayn. These lectures continued for 10 days and on the 10th day from the 
morning until the zenith he lectured on his martyrdom. Thereafter, he distributed food 
to those present. He replied, ‘This is a good practice. But if I had met him, I would have 
told him that his practice was not advisable on these days. Only the Fātiḥah should be 
read for the martyrs and a little food distributed. Lectures and public feeding should be 
done in other months so that these functions may not have any similarity to the 
Rawāfiḍ and the Shiite. Elaborate arrangements and activities open the doors for 
misconception in the future generations. They may assume that their elders of the past 
were Rawāfiḍ and Shiite who practiced religious dissimulation (taqiyah). These days, 
there are two groups amongst the Muslims – Sunnī and Shiite who do not reject the 
esteemed station and martyrdom of Imām al-Ḥusayn and al-Ḥasan. Therefore, in these 
times, there is no necessity for the Sunnis to hold such functions. This will clearly 
differentiate between the Sunnis and the Shiites. On the contrary, it is necessary to 
hold such functions if there are any Kharijites around. They reject the excellence and 
the martyrdom of both Imām al-Ḥusayn and al al-Ḥasan, but there are no Kharijites 
here.  Therefore, the Sunnis must not practice any familiarity to the Rawāfiḍ and the 
Shiite.’  
 
I personally heard this issue from my Spiritual Guide. I immediately exercised great 
caution from the moment I heard this from my teacher. Since these innovations have 
greatly increased in the month of Muḥarram, I have mentioned this for the benefit of 
my Muslim brothers. May Allah grant us success to put it into practice! Amen.42             
 
Imām Aḥmad Razā Khan says in his Fatāwā ar-Rizwiyyah: 
 
Question 376:43 
 
Zayd said that a meeting will be held after the Friday prayer to commemorate the 
martyrs of Karbalā. ʿAmr announced this after the Friday prayer. Zayd began narrating 
the virtues of martyrdom and of the Karbalā martyrs. He then began grieving for them 
and recounting the [sad] events such as the women of Prophet’s  Family being 
paraded bare-headed on camels and their imprisonment; of the vile Yazīd mocking at 
the head of Ḥusayn  and other such authentic reports from the reliable books of Ahl 
as-Sunnah. This caused the assembled folk to break down and wail.  

                                                 
41 Sirāj al-ʿAwārif fī al-Waṣāyā wa al-Maʿārif, Aḥmad an-Nūrī p. 234-35 
42 Sirāj al-ʿAwārif fī al-Waṣāyā wa al-Maʿārif, Aḥmad an-Nūrī p. 242-33 
43 vol.23 p.738 
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Is such a thing permissible for both the narrator and the listeners? Will they receive 
any reward for it? The assembly is not similar to that of Rawāfiḍ, since this doesn’t have 
flags and other props (taʿziyah) used by them. 
 
After the meeting, sweets, juice and tea were served and Fātiḥah recited and its reward 
was gifted to the souls of the martyrs at Karbalā. Are these things permissible or not? 
 
Answer: 
 
Describing the high ranks of the Prophet’s  family by narrating authentic reports is 
undoubtedly meritorious and deserves a great reward, so also are the narrations of the 
martyrdom (of Ḥusayn ) when the intention is to highlight their patience and 
steadfastness (in such adversity). 
 
However, the Sacred Law doesn’t permit us to foment anguish or perpetuate grief; 
neither does it allow ululation (maʾātim) or mourning; nor should such words be said 
which may be insulting to the Prophet’s  Family (for example while describing the 
travails of the women) both the birth and passing away of Messenger of Allah  is in 
the month of Rabīʿ al-Awwal, but the scholars and imāms of this religion made it a 
month of celebration, not one of mourning. 
 
And Allah most High knows best. 
 
Question 377:44 
 
What is the ruling of Islamic scholars concerning the following: 
 
1. Is it right and permissible for Sunnis to narrate the events of Karbalā in the manner 
of the Rāwāfiḍ (and purposefully) not mentioning the four rightful and guided Caliphs 
and other Companions, those who perished in Karbalā, nor to mention Abū Bakr , 
ʿUmar  and ʿUthmān  the sons of ʿAlī  (because they are named after the three 
Caliphs)? 
 
Answer: 
 
The best of all remembrance is the remembrance of Allah; and best of such 
remembrance is Prayer. Yet, even Prayer is not permissible and forbidden if performed 
in the manner of the Rāwāfiḍ. The gatherings of Muḥarram and the narration of the 
events of Karbalā - as is prevalent among the general populace – which rekindles grief 
and causes moaning and wailing, and such reports which are blatant lies and forgeries – 
which are in itself forbidden – is [certainly] forbidden. 

                                                 
44 Fatāwā ar-Rizwiyyah vol.23 p.738 (note: this is a longer fatwa with two more questions)  
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It is in ‘as-Sawāyiq al-Muḥriqah wa mā thubita bi as-Sunnah (of Ibn Ḥajar al-Haytamī)’: 
 
“Beware! Beware! Do not indulge in the innovations of the Rāwāfiḍ of mourning and 
grieving and wailing – these are not the virtues of a believer.”  
 
Yes, the narration of authentic reports and extolling the virtues and praising the high 
rank of our Master Imām Ḥusayn, the perfume of Messenger of Allah  in a manner 
that is permissible is certainly light for the eyes, and clear light itself. However, to stop 
only at that, and not to mention the four rightly guided Caliphs, particularly in places 
like Lucknow, which is the Indian Kūfā, is certainly worthy of censure and is necessary 
to abstain from.  
 
The Defender of the Faith Muḥammad al-Ghazālī, may Allah sanctify his secret, spoke 
of the first kind of historical narrations by saying: “It is forbidden for the preacher to 
narrate [forged] events of the martyrdom of Ḥusayn.”  
 
Imām ibn Ḥajar al-Makkī says in as-Sawāʿiq al-Muḥriqah: 
 
“The ruling that it is forbidden to narrate events of Ḥusayn’s martyrdom doesn’t apply 
here in this book when I have mentioned the same because it is the truth and it is 
necessary to believe it; since it extols the importance of the Companions, may Allah be 
pleased with them, and exonerates them from slander. This is opposed to the ignorant 
preacher, who narrates falsehoods and forgeries and does not clarify the truthful ones 
that are necessary to believe. This causes the public to undermine or suspect certain 
Companions.” 
 
The second type (which is permissible) is that which according to Kitāb al-ʿAwn and the 
commentary of an-Niqāyah at the end of the discussion is of disliked actions: 
 
“If one wishes to narrate the events of Ḥusayn’s martyrdom, it is necessary that one 
recounts the martyrdom of other companions, so as to oppose the manner of the 
Rāwāfiḍ.”  
 
The Mother of Believers our Lady ʿĀʾishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: “When 
the righteous are mentioned, ʿUmar has most right….” 
 
There is a sect called Bey-Pīrey and they do not call Monday by its other name45 ; nor do 
they make three doors for their mosques since it is the number of the first three 
Caliphs. It is such silly superstitions that prompted Imām Shafiʿī to remark: “The Shiites 
are the old wives of this nation (i.e. they tell false tales).” 
 
And Allah most High knows best. 

                                                 
45 Monday has two names in Urdu: ‘Pīr’ and ‘Do-shanbah’ (from Persian); ‘Pīr’ has also two meanings: 
'Monday' and 'Master'. Bey-pirey literally means ‘No Monday’ or ‘No leader’. 
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ʿAlāʾ ad-Dīn ʿĀbidīn says in his book al-Hadiyyah al-ʿAlāʾiyyah: 
 
“It is not permissible to make mention of the martyrdom of Imām Ḥusayn in the first 
ten days of Muḥarram. Such an act is the practice of the Rawāfiḍ. If one wishes to make 
mention of it he should mention the martyrdom of the other Companions (first) and 
then proceed to talk about the martyrdom of both Ḥasan and Ḥusayn, may Allah be 
pleased with them both, but their martyrdom should not be the intended topic, rather 
mentioning them after the others. In this case, there is no harm in mentioning them. As 
for the story teller tearing his clothes on mentioning the martyrdom of Ḥusayn  out 
of regret for the calamity and ordering the people to stand, the people of religious 
authority must prevent them and those in the audience are not excused in regard to 
that matter.”46       
 
Ibn Rajab al-Ḥanbalī said: 
 
“As for taking this day as a time of mourning as the Rawāfiḍ do for the sake of the 
martyrdom of al-Ḥusayn b. ʿAlī , this is from the acts of those ﴾whose efforts in this 
world are misguided, even though they think they are doing good47﴿. Neither Allah nor 
His Messenger  commanded us to take any day of calamity for the prophets or their 
deaths as a time of lament, so what about those who are below of their status?!!”48    
 
ʿAbd al-Qādir al-Jilānī says in al-Ghunyah that many have erred when they said that we 
should not celebrate this day because it is a day of mourning. This is a mistake because 
it is an honour for al-Ḥusayn to have been martyred on this day because it is one of the 
greatest days of the year. If we were to take a day of mourning, Monday would be more 
fitting because it is the day the Prophet , Abū Bakr   passed away. ʿAlī and his son al-
Ḥasan ordered people to fast this day.       
 
The position of Sunni Islam is that it is impermissible (ḥarām) to denigrate Muʿāwiyah 
(Allah be pleased with him), because, as Imām ʿIllīsh al-Mālikī (Allah have mercy on 
him) said, quoting Ibn Ḥajar al-ʿAsqalānī (Allah have mercy on him): 

“It is not permitted to denigrate Muʿāwiyah, because he was a major Companion. It is 
not permitted to curse Yazīd nor to declare him an unbeliever, for he is one of the 
believers49. Rather, we assign his affair to Allah; if He wills, He will punish him, as stated 
by Ghazālī, Mutawallī, and others. “Imām Ghazālī and others stated, ‘It is impermissible 
(ḥarām) for preachers and others to transmit the killing of Ḥusayn (Allah be pleased 
with him) and to talk [at length] about it… for it can stir up dislike for the Companions 
and their denigration, and they are the greatest notables of this religion, from whom 

                                                 
46 Al-Hadiyyah al-ʿAlāʾiyyah p. 311 
47 Qurʾān: 18/104 
48 Laṭāʾif al-Maʿārif 
49 The Sunni position is that works alone, however grave, do not make one an unbeliever, but rather it is 
disbelief itself that takes someone out if Islam or that which entails explicit disbelief. 
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the imams took the religion by transmission, and we took it from these imams through 
understanding. Thus, the ones who denigrate them are themselves denigrated, and 
only denigrate themselves and their own religiousness.’ This is the end of the meaning 
of what the great ḥadīth master Ibn Ḥajar (al-ʿAsqalānī) said.”50  

Ibn Ḥajar al-Haytamī affirmed that the strongest position related to Yazīd is that of 
Ghazālī, who said that it is not permissible to curse him because there is nothing 
established through authoritative sources that would necessitate any reason to do so. 
He said: 
 
“This is most fitting position that is in harmony with the principles of our Imams, who 
have clearly stated that it is not permissible to curse a specific person unless it is 
known that died on disbelief such as Abū Jahl and Abū Lahab. As for someone whose 
affair is not known, it is not permissible to curse him. This is the case even for a specific 
disbeliever who is still alive because to curse someone means to assert that he is 
expelled from the mercy of Allah which necessitates despair of (his ever receiving) 
Allah’s mercy. That is only fit for someone whose death is known to be on disbelief. As 
for someone whose affair is unknown, then it is not permissible even if it is clear at the 
apparent time due to the possibility that his end will be goodly and thus die on Islam. 
They have also clearly stated that it is not permissible to curse a specific morally 
corrupt Muslim (fāsiq). If you have understood that the scholars have clearly stated 
this, you would have also understood that they clearly declare that it is not permissible 
to curse Yazīd, even if he be morally corrupt and wicked and even if we were to 
concede that he ordered the killing of al-Ḥusayn and was overjoyed at it because that 
wretched act was not done out of the belief that it was lawful to kill him out rightly or 
command his killing (without a premise). Rather he acted on an understanding, even if 
it were baseless. This is moral corruptness (fisq) and not disbelief. Also, his issuing the 
order for his death and joy over it has not been established from authoritative sources. 
In fact, just as this has been related regarding him, the opposite has also been related as 
I have previously mentioned. As for Aḥmad (b. Ḥanbal) position permitting one to curse 
him, citing the words of Allah: 
 

ا أر ﴿ ٔرض و وا  ا  أو ا  ا  إن  أن 
ر  ﴾ٔ وأ أ

“Would you then, if you were given the command, work corruption in the land and 
sever your ties of kinship? Such are they whom Allah curses so that He deafens them 

and makes blind their eyes?”51 
 
And others citing the words of the Messenger of Allah’s  words in the tradition of 
Muslim: 
 

                                                 
50 ʿIllīsh, Fatḥ al-ʿAliyy al-Mālik, 2.353 
51 Qurʾān: 47/22-23 
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م   ث   أو آوى  ا  ر  أ   ا وا   إ 
س أ  وا

“Madīnah is a holy sanctuary in all that lies between ʿAyr and Thawr. Whoever carries 
out something reprehensible therein or gives asylum to someone who does so, the 

curse of Allah, His angels and the people in their entirety is upon him.”52 
 
There is no evidence from either of them that it is permissible to curse Yazīd 
specifically by name. Yes, his words refer to him but what he meant was that it is 
permissible to curse him without specifically mentioning his name. This is permissible 
without dispute. Hence, it has been related that there is agreement (amongst the 
scholars) that it is permissible to curse the one who killed Ḥusayn, may Allah be pleased 
with him, ordered his killing, considered it permissible or is content with it without 
mentioning Yazīd by name, just as it is permissible to curse someone who drinks wine 
and the like without specifying his name. This is the meaning of the verse and the 
tradition (above) because they do not curse anyone specifically by name…”53 
 
Muḥammad Mawlūd said in his didactic poem the Prohibitions of the Tongue: 
  
“It is not permissible to curse an individual by name, 
But it is permissible to curse a genus according to the erudite (scholars).”  
 
Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Khadīm said on his commentary of these lines: 
 
“Like your saying Zayd, may Allah curse him, even if he is a disbeliever due to the 
possibility that he will repent in the future…It is permissible to curse the genus of 
oppressors, disbelievers, thieves and their like from amongst the people of religious 
corruption as well as cursing someone whose death was known to be upon disbelief 
such as Abū Lahab and Abū Jahl.”54 
 
It is not the nature of he who has a concern with his relationship with Allah to busy 
himself in mentioning the faults of others and holding them to account for the wrongs 
they have done. Abū Nuʿaym relates: 
 
“Ibn Sirīn heard a man curse al-Ḥajjāj55 and so he went to him and said, ‘Be silent, man! 
When the Next Life comes, the most minor of sins that you have committed will appear 
greater to you than the greatest of sins of al-Ḥajjāj. Know that Allah is a supreme judge 
and most just. If He takes al-Ḥajjāj to task before those that he oppressed, likewise, He 
will take to task those who have oppressed al-Ḥajjāj before him, so do not occupy 
yourself with cursing anyone.”56  
                                                 
52 A tradition related by Bukhārī and Muslim 
53 aṣ-Ṣawāʿiq al-muḥriqah, Ahmad Ibn Ḥajar al-Haytamī 
54 al-Laʾāliʾ al-ḥisān ʿalā maḥārim al-lisān, Muḥammad al-Ḥasan al-Khadīm al-Yaʿqūbī 
55 Abū Muḥammad al-Ḥajjaj b. Yūsuf (d. 95/): He was the governor of Iraq and renowned for his heavy- 
handed approach to politics. Hishām b. Ḥassān relates that he killed over 1120 in his lifetime.    
56 Ḥilyah al-Awliyāʾ of Abū Nuʿaym al-Aṣfahānī 


