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The Prophet’s Pilgrimage 
By Shaykh Idris Watts 

 
 

The Prophet  set off for his pilgrimage on Saturday the 25th 
Dhū al-Ḥijjah, riding a modest camel that was used for 
carrying goods with the simplest of saddles. He would 
supplicate: 
 

ا لا ِرَياًء ِفيِه َولا ُسْمَعةً اللَُّهمَّ اْجَعْلُه  َحجًّ  

“O Allah, make a pilgrimage free of ostentation and display.” 
 
Dhū  al-Ḥulayfah 
 
He prayed Ẓuhr as four units in Madīnah. Then he left the city 
and prayed ʿAsr at Dhū Hulayfah as two units because he was 
now a traveler. He spent the night there and prayed there the 
next day up until Ẓuhr. Before the prayer, he took a bath, 
applied scent and put on his clothes of iḥrām. He also applied a 
sticky substance to his hair to prevent it from scattering whilst 
he was in iḥrām. He prayed in the mosque there. He recited 

chapter Kāfirūn and Ikhlāṣ. After the prescribed prayer, he prayed two supererogatory 
prayers and whilst sitting after the prayer, made his intention and recited his talbiyah. Then 
he mounted his camel and repeated the talbiyah and set off. Around forty thousand people 
headed off with the Prophet  on his pilgrimage.  
 
Abū Bakr’s wife Asmāʾ delivered his son Muḥammad whilst they were at Dhū Hulayfah. The 
Prophet  ordered her to take a bath and wear a cloth to hold the any blood from falling. 
 
The animals that they took with them were donned garlands to mark that they were for 
sacrifice, so that they would be honoured. The Prophet  put Nājiyah b. Jundub al-Aslamī in 
charge of them.      
 
Malal 
 
When the Prophet  reached Malal, which is about 17 miles from Madīnah, he cupped his 
feet. Then he performed cupping on his head due to a migraine at a well in the region of 
Laḥy Jamal. 
 
Rawḥāʾ  
 
 When they reached the valley of Rawḥāʾ, which is about 80 kilometers from Madīnah, they 
stopped and prayed there. A man brought them wild donkey meat to eat that he had 
hunted. The Prophet  said about this valley:   
 

و معتمرا وليلبينهماأ يهلن ابن مريم بفج الروحاء حاجا والذي نفسي بيده ل  
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“By the One who holds my soul in His hand, the Son of Mary will call out the talbiyah for the 
Major or minor Pilgrimage in the valley of Rawhāʾ.”1 

 

د صلى في مسجد الخيف سبعون لقد سلك فج الروحاء سبعون نبيا حجاجا عليهم ثياب الصوف ولق

نبيا  
“Seventy prophets have passed by the valley of Rawhāʾ as pilgrims, donning garbs of wool 

and seventy prophets have prayed at the Mosque of Khayf.”2 
 

 موسى حج البيت على جمل أحمر عليه عباءة قطوانية وهو يلبي وتجاوبه جبال الروحاء
“Moses performed the Pilgrimage on a red camel, wearing a Qiṭwāniyī cloth, whilst calling 

out the talbiyah, the mountains of Rawhāʾ called back to him.”3 
 
The Messenger of Allah consummated the marriage of Ṣafiyyah at this place after the 
conquest of Khaybar. 
 
Ibn Kathīr relates in his book Bidāyah wa Nihāyah from Ibn Saʿd a miracle that occurred for 
Umm Ayman at this place. When she emigrated to Madīnah, she was fasting and she was 
struck by an intense thirst after the setting of the sun but she had no water with her. All of 
a sudden, she heard an intense tremor above her head, and lo and behold a white bucket 
descended from the sky on a rope until she could take it by the hand and she drank from it. 
She drank her fill from it and from that day, she never felt thirst again even when she 
would fast on a day of intense heat.4   
 
When they were passing through the valley, the Messenger of Allah  turned to Usāmah 
and said, “O Usaym, do you see any trees to cover the Messenger of Allah  as he heads 
out?” Usāmah headed off to see, but he could not find anything until he lost all hope and 
went back to inform him. He said, “By the One who sent you with the truth, I went in 
search until I lost hope and I could find nothing to cover anyone and the people have filled 
the whole valley.” He asked, “Did you not see any trees or rocks?” Usāmah replied, “I saw 
some small date palms and by the side of them were some large white rocks piled up on one 
another.” He said, “Go to them and say” ‘The Messenger of Allah orders you to stand beside 
one another so that you can be a covering for him.’ He did so and Usāmah commented, ‘By 
the One who sent him with the truth, I saw them leap up with their roots and soil until they 
were collected tightly together as if they were one tree and I said the same to the rocks and 
by the one who sent him with the truth, I saw them leap on top of one another until they 
became as if they were a wall, and so I went to him and informed him of what had 
happened.” Then he commanded me to take a small vessel he had and we set off and once 
we had reached that area, he went off to relieve himself.  After he came back with the 
vessel in his hand and then they walked on together until they entered the tent. Then he 
said to Usāmah, “O Usaym, go to the date palms and tell them that the Messenger of Allah 
orders every date palm to return to its place and say the same to the rocks.”  And Usāmah 

                                                
1 A tradition related by Muslim 
2 A tradition related by Bayhaqī 
3 A tradition related by Abū ash-Shaykh al-Aṣbahānī 
4 A tradition related by Bayhaqī in Dalāʾil an-Nubuwwah 
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did so and they all returned to their places and he went back to inform the Messenger of 
Allah  of what had happened.5    
 
It was here that a woman came to the Prophet  carrying her baby boy and said, 
“Messenger of Allah, the Devil takes hold of this son of mine three times in the day and 
does not let him be.” The Messenger of Allah  took him and placed him so that he was 
between him and the front of the saddle. Then he said thrice, “Be gone, enemy of Allah! I 
am the Messenger of Allah!”6  
 
Athāyah: 
 
They stopped off at a place between Ruwaythah and ʿAraj. They found a deer under a tree 
struck by an arrow. The Prophet  ordered the Abū Bakr to stand by it to prevent anyone 
from touching it for it was no known who hunted it unlike the wild ass.     
 
Al- ʿAraj:  
 
The pilgrims alighted here and the Messenger of Allah’s luggage along with Abū Bakr’s was 
on a camel that his servant was looking after. When they arrived at ʿAraj, the Prophet , 
Abū Bakr, ʿᾹʾishah and Asmāʾ were sitting, waiting for the servant and the camel, but the 
man arrived without it. The man told Abū Bakr that the camel went missing the night 
before. Abū Bakr became very angry with the man, saying, “You were in charge of one 
single camel and you lost it?” and he began to strike him, but the Prophet  smiled calmly 
and said: 
 

 انظروا إلى هذا المحرم ما يصنع
“Look at what this pilgrim in iḥrām is doing!” 

 
When the family of Fuḍālah al-Aslamī discovered that the Prophet’s  camel had gone 
missing, they sent him food and placed it before him. He called Abū Bakr to eat. Whilst they 
were eating, Ṣafwān b. al-Maʿṭal approached with the camel that was missing. He brought it 
to the Messenger of Allah  and he told Abū Bakr to check if anything was missing. He 
discovered that a large drinking vessel was missing. The servant boy announced that he 
had that with him. Abū Bakr prayed for Ṣafwān. Saʿd b. ʿUbādah and his son Qays came to 
the Messenger of Allah  leading a camel. “We have learned that your conveyance carrying 
your luggage is missing. Here is a replacement laden with provisions,” said Saʿd. The 
Prophet   gently declined, explaining that the camel was now found. 
 
Abwāʾ  
 
When they arrived at Abwāʾ or Waddān, about 228 km from Madīnah, aṣ-Ṣaʿb b. Juthāmah 
gifted some meat of a wild ass to the Messenger of Allah  that he had hunted for him but 
                                                
5 A tradition related by Abū Nuʿaym. There is another incident similar to this that is mentioned by Jābir and 
Abū Yaʿlā in the rigorously authentic tradition of Dārāmī, that he told two trees that were a cubit apart to 
come together for the Prophet  so that he could relieve himself and they did so.    
6 In the rigorously authentic narration of Aḥmad, he lightly sputtered in his mouth and then said, “Be gone, 
enemy of Allah! I am the Messenger of Allah!” Then he gave the child back to his mother and told her to 
inform her on their return back how he was. 
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he refused, which upset aṣ-Ṣaʿb, so when he saw the expression on his face, he explained 
that he only refused because he was in a state of iḥrām. This was because he had hunted it 
especially for the Prophet  and it is not permissible for a pilgrim in a state of iḥrām to eat 
of meat he has hunted or someone has hunted specifically for him. 
 
Valley of Harshā   
 
  

عليه السلام على ناقة حمراء جعدة عليه جّبة من صوف خطام ناقته كأني أنظر إلى يونس بن متّى 

وهو يلّبيخلبة   
“It is as if I can see Jonah son of Amittai on a red camel or coarse hair, wearing a robe of 

wool the reins of his camel of from palm fibers and he is crying out the talbiyah.”7 
 
Nawawi, in his commentary on this tradition, said, “How can they perform the Pilgrimage 
and call out the talbiyah when they have passed away and the Next Life is not a realm for 
actions? This can be answered from different angles. Firstly, they are like martyrs; rather, 
they are superior and the martyrs are alive before their Lord and so it is not farfetched that 
they perform the Pilgrimage, pray and draw close to Allah as much as they are 
able...Thirdly, it could be that this is a vision seen in a dream…Fourthly, (it could be that) he 
was shown their states when they were alive…and the apparent understanding of his words 
here is that he is recollecting the past…”   
 
It is related that the Prophet  stopped here and prayed by the trees left of the mountain in 
this valley. 
 
ʿAsfān 
 
When they reached here, the Prophet  asked Abū Bakr, “Which place is this?” and he 
informed him that it was ʿAsfān. He said: 
 

لقد مر به هود وصالح على بكرين أحمرين خطمهما الليف وأزرهم العباء وأرديتهم النمار يلبون 

يحجون البيت العتيق  

“Hūd and Ṣāliḥ passed by here on two red she-camels. Their bridles were of palm fiber. 
Their sarongs were cloaks and their upper garments were from striped fabric.”8 

 
Sarif  
 
This is a region 6 miles from Makkah. The Prophet  married Maymūnah here in the year he 
made up for the ʿumrah in the previous year. She was also buried here in the year 51 IE. 
Here the Prophet  told the Companions that those who do not have sacrificial animals can 
make an intention for ʿumrah and those who do, should not make an intention solely for 
ʿumrah, but for Hajj and ʿumrah or Hajj alone. 
 

                                                
7 A tradition related by Muslim 
8 A tradition related by Aḥmad 
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It was here that ʿᾹʾishah came on her menstrual cycle and she was deeply upset. She did not 
have a sacrificial animal and she had made intention for ʿumrah. The Prophet  came to her 
and found her crying. He asked if she had started her menstrual cycle and she affirmed that 
she had. He told her that she could perform all the acts of the Pilgrimage except for ṭawāf 
and she delayed her ʿumrah until after the Pilgrimage. 
 
Valley of Azraq 
 
About a mile from Makkah, the Prophet  passed by a valley and asked, “What valley is 
this?” and he was told it was the valley of Azraq. He said: 
 

ه له جؤار إلى الله تعالى بالتّلبية ماراً بهذا الوادييه في أذنيكأني أنظر إلى موسى واضعاً إصبع  

“It is as if I can see Moses placing his fingers in his ears humbly before Allah crying out the 
talbiyah in this valley.”9 

 
Dhū  Ṭuwā  
 
The Prophet  reached here on Saturday 3rd Dhū al-Ḥijjah. He stayed the night there and 
prayed Fajr. Then he performed a ritual bath and entered the city. 
 
Makkah 
 
The journey from Madīnah to Makkah took 7 days. The Prophet  entered Makka at the 
time of mid-morning from the road called Thaniyyah Kadāʾ10 from a place called today 
Ḥajūn, which is between the 2 graveyards of Makkah. When he entered, the people and the 
children welcomed him especially the children of the Tribe of ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib. He lifted 
one of them up in front of him on his camel and another one behind him. When he entered, 
he repeated his ablutions. Then he approached the door of the Holy Mosque and alighted 
his conveyance and entered through the gate of Salām, which was known as Bāb ʿAbd 
Manāf then, which lies between Ṣafā and Marwah. He entered this gate because it lies 
adjacent to the door side of the Kaʿbah, which is the most blessed side of the Kaʿbah.11     
 
When he approached the Kaʿbah, he raised his hands in prayer and said: 
 

َفُه َوَعظََّمُه مِ شَ  ِزْد َمنْ ًة وَ ابَ هَ مَ يًما وَ رِ كْ تَ يًما وَ ظِ عْ تَ يًفا وَ رِ َت تشْ يْ بَ ا الْ ذَ ُهمَّ ِزْد هٰ لل! اَ  هُ  نْ مَّ رَّ  اْعَتَمَرهُ  وِ أَ  َحجَّ

ايًما ظِ عْ تَ يًما وَ رِ كْ تَ يًفا وَ رِ شْ تَ  امِ لَ السَّ ا َربََّنا بِ يِّنَ حَ اُم فَ لَ َك السَّ نْ مِ اُم وَ لَ َت السَّ نْ أَ  مَّ هُ لل! اَ  وبِرًّ  
“O Allah, increase this House in nobility, magnificence, honour and reverence, and increase 
he who honours it, venerates it from those who make both the major and minor pilgrim to 
it in nobility, hour, magnificence and piety. O Allah, You are free of any imperfection and 
from you is nothing but perfection so give us life, O our Lord, through your name Peace.” 

 
                                                
9 A tradition related by Muslim 
10 A mountain at the top of the valley of Makkah which the Messenger of Allah  entered from in front of 
Masjid ʿĀʾishah, half and hour away on the left which is a hill between 2 mountains. The Messenger of Allāh  
entered here on the Year of Victory (Fatḥ) and it was here that Abraham  called the hearts of people to flock 
to Makkah.  
11 Note how the birthplace of the Prophet  faces the door of the Kaʿbah as well.  
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Then the Messenger of Allah  headed to the Black Stone and greeted it by embracing it, 
pressing his lips against it for some time three times and each time he pressed his lips 
against it, he placed his forehead on it too.12 When his pressed his lips against it, he began 
to cry for some time. When he raised his head, he saw that ʿUmar was crying too. He said to 
him: 
 

 يا عمر هنا نسكب العبرات
“ʿUmar, this is the place to let the tears pour.”13 

 
When he kissed the Black Stone, he said: 
 

ُه أَْكَبرُ الل!   
“Allah is great!” 

 
On starting his first circuit, the Prophet  took his cloth and exposed his right shoulder and 
began to move around the Kaʿbah from the right. He was wearing a Yemeni sheet with red 
stripes.14  He started to move swiftly around the Kaʿbah in the first three laps.15 In every lap, 
the Prophet  touched the Yemeni Corner and kissed the Black Stone because these two 
corners lie on the foundations of Prophet Abraham, whilst the other two do not. When he 
touched the Yemeni Corner, he said:  
 

ُه أَْكَبرُ ِه َوالل! بِْسِم الل!   

“In the name of Allah; Allah is great!  
 
When he reached the rain spout of mercy, he said: 
 

والعفو عند الحساب الموتالراحة عند  اللهم إني أسألك  
“Allah, I ask you rest upon death and pardoning upon reckoning.”  

 
When he reached the Yemeni Corner he made the following supplications 
 

ربنا آتنا في الدنيا حسنة وفي الآخرة حسنة وقنا عذاب النار  
“O Lord, grant us great good in this life and the next and protect us from the Fire.” 

 
When he was between the Yemeni Corner and the Black Stone, he said:  
 

َواْخلُْف َعَلى كُلِّ َغائَِبٍة لِي بَِخْيرٍ  ْقَتِني َوَباِرْك لِي ِفيهِ للَُّهمَّ َقنِّْعِني بَِما َرزَ اا  

                                                
12 The majority of scholars have mentioned the praiseworthiness of pressing the forehead against the Black 
Stone on greeting it such as Shawkānī, Ibn Taymiyah, Ibn ʿᾹbidīn and Nawawī. Mālik was the only scholar to 
consider it disliked.  
13 A tradition related by Ḥākim 
14 A tradition related by Abū Dāwūd 
15 The origin of this practice comes from the time when the Prophet  performed his make-up ʿumrah in the 
7th year. The Makkans mocked the Muslims, saying that Yathrib had made them weak and wasted their 
strength, so the Prophet  ordered them to perform the ṭawāf like a warrior in the first three laps.  



©Abu Zahra Foundation 2013 
 

7 

 “O Allah, make me content with what You have provided me, place blessing therein for me 
and replace in everything that passes me by with better than it.”16 

 
During the ṭawāf on the Pilgrimage, the Prophet  felt thirsty and so he asked someone to 
bring him some water. 
 
When he finished the ṭawāf, he kissed the Black Stone, put his hands on it and then wiped 
his face with them. Then he headed to the Station of Abraham and recited on his way: 
 

﴾واتخذوا من مقام إبراهيم مصلى﴿  
“And take the station of Abraham as a place of prayer.”17 

 
He raised his voice so that the people could hear him. After his ṭawāf, he stood whereby the 
Station was between him and the Kaʿbah. He prayed two cycles of prayer, reciting Chapter 
Kāfirūn in the first and Chapter Ikhlāṣ in the second.  
 
Then the Prophet  went back to the Black Stone and touched it. Afterwards, he went to the 
spring of Zamzam and drank from it and poured some of it over his head. Before starting 
the laps between Ṣafā and Marwah, he went back again to the Black Stone and greeted it. 
He proceeded to the Mount of Ṣafā through the Ṣafā Gate, and recited the words: 
 

َفا َوالَْمْرَوَة ِمْن َشَعائِِر الل#هِ ﴿ ﴾إِنَّ الصَّ  
“Verily Ṣafā and Marwah are from the rites of God.”18 

 
He ascended the Mount until he could see the Kaʿbah, and facing it with his hands raised 
said the following thrice: 
 

لا إله إلا الله وحده لا شريك له له الملك وله الحمد وهو على كل شيء قدير لا إله إلا الله صدق 

وعده وأعز جنده وهزم الأحزاب وحده  
“There is no deity save Allah alone! He has no partner and to Him belongs the dominion 

and all praise. He has power over all things. There is no deity save Allah! He has fulfilled His 
promise, given might to His army and defeated the parties alone.”  

 
Then he went down to hill and on reaching the low point, he began to run at a pace until 
his sarong began to flap. He said to his Companions, “Perform the Saʿī between Ṣafā and 
Marwah for Allah has made it compulsory upon you.”19 In a narration from Aḥmad, some 
people from the Tribe of Yaʿlā b. Umayyah said that they saw the Prophet  uncovering his 
right shoulder when performing the saʿī. When he reached Marwah, he faced the Kaʿbah 
and raised his hands in supplication. Between the two hills, he would say: 
 

                                                
16 A tradition related by Ḥākim 
17 Qurʾān: 2/125 
18 Qurʾān: 2/158 
19 Many of the Companions were initially hesitant to perform saʿī between these two hills because of the two 
idols upon them Naʾilah and Īsāf or Mujāwir ar-Rīḥ and Muṭʿim aṭ-Ṭayr. 
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ا َتْعَلُم إِنََّك َتْعَلُم َما َلا نَْعَلُم أَنَْت اللُه اْلأَعَ  ْم َوَتَجاَوْز َعمَّ َْٔكَرمُ َربِّ اْغِفْر َواْرَحْم َواْعُف َوَتَكرَّ زُّ اْلا  
“My Lord, forgive, show mercy, pardon, honour and overlook what You know. You most 

certainly know and we do not. You are Allah the most-Mighty and Noble.” 
 
Then the Prophet  told the people who had not brought a sacrificial animal to come out of 
a state of iḥrām and re-enter on the 8th. However, those who had, should remain in iḥrām. 
During the pre-Islamic days, the Arabs considered it sinful to perform ʿumrah in these days. 
Thus, one of the Companions asked the Prophet  whether everything was now lawful for 
them and he told him that it was so. Some of the Companions were hesitant to do so 
because they did not want to do anything different to the Prophet . He said, “Had I known 
what I know now, I would not have brought a sacrificial animal.” As soon as he said this, the 
people shaved their heads. The Prophet’s wives came out of a state of iḥrām as did his 
daughter. Abū Bakr, ʿUmar, ʿUthmān, ʿAlī, Ṭalḥah and Zubayr all remained in a state of 
iḥrām. There were now four nights left until the rites of the Pilgrimage. Someone asked 
him whether the permission to perform ʿUmrah alongside the Pilgrimage was for this year 
alone or from now on and he put his fingers of both hands together and said, “This is not 
just for this year but forever until eternity,” 
 
The Prophet  then went to al-Ḥajūn (al-Abṭaḥ),20 which was outside of Makkah to the east, 
to pray Ẓuhr and all his Companions left with him. He stayed in a red coloured tent there.  
Bilāl gave the call to prayer and then placed a spear in the ground where the Prophet  was 
going to pray. He went into his tent and performed his ablutions. Bilal went into the tent 
also and came out with the water left over from the Prophet’s  ablutions. The Companions 
walked over to him and rubbed the water over their faces to seek blessing. The Prophet  
then came out, wrapped in a red striped sheet,  and Abū Ḥujayfah took his hand and rubbed 
it against his  face  and found it as cool as ice and more fragrant than musk. He then prayed 
two cycles of Ẓuhr there.   
 
The ʿAlī arrived from Yemen with Abū Mūsā al-Ashʿarī. They met the Prophet  at Muḥaṣṣib 
and ʿAlī had a sacrificial animal with him whilst Abū Mūsā did not so. The Prophet  asked 
them what intention they had made and they replied, “I make whatever intention the 
Prophet did.” The Prophet  told Abū Mūsā to come out of iḥrām after the ʿumrah and told 
ʿAlī to remain in iḥrām. When ʿAlī found that Fāṭimah had come out of a state of iḥrām, he 
reproached her, but she informed him that her father had told them to do so because they 
did not have a sacrificial animal with them.  
 
The Prophet  stayed at Muḥaṣṣib from Sunday until the Fajr of Thursday. Thus he stayed 
there for four days and prayed twenty prayers there and shortened them. There is a 
difference of opinion whether he visited the Kaʿbah in these days, but the stronger opinion 
is that he did. 
 
Wednesday 7th (The Day of Adorment)21:  
 

                                                
20 al-Muḥaṣṣib is to the east and al-Ḥajūn is to the north. 
21 It is called so because the sacrificial animals are decorated on that day.  
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 He delivered a speech on the 7th after Ẓuhr in Makkah, informing the people of the rites of 
the Pilgrimage. He was in the Holy Mosque with his back to the door of the Kaʿbah. He told 
the people to perform Ẓuhr on the 8th at Minā.  
 
Thursday 8th (The Day Giving Drink):  
 
The Prophet  performed ṭawāf of the House on the 8th. He prayed Fajr at Muḥaṣṣib and the 
Companions who had come out of a state of iḥrām went back into iḥrām here.  When the 
sun had risen, the Prophet  left for Minā. He rode his conveyance and made the talbiyah. 
Bilāl walked to the side of his conveyance and held a shade on a stick over the Prophet . 
The Prophet  prayed the next five prayers in Minā.  
 
Friday 9th  (The Day of ʿArafah):  
 
After Fajr prayer, the Prophet  ordered everyone to remain in their places and proclaim 
Allah’s greatness with the following words: 
 

الله أكبر الله أكبر لا إله إلا الله والله أكبر الله أكبر ولله الحمد  
“Allah is great! Allah is great! There is no deity except Allah! Allah is great! Allah is great! 

All praise belongs to Him!” 
 
He did this after every prayer until ʿAṣr on the 13th. 
 
When the sun had fully risen, he ordered the people to erect a tent for him at ʿArafāt, near 
to the Mosque of Namirah and then he left. As they left, some of the people recited talbiyah 
and others recited “Allah is great!” 
 
He took the path of Ḍabb and returned from Maʿzimayn.  
 
The Quraysh would not exceed Muzdalifah even though the other people would head on to 
ʿArafāt. Some of the people assumed that the Prophet  would halt at Muzdalifah as well but 
Allah commanded the Muslims to go with the people. 
 

﴾للَّه إِنَّ اللَّه َغُفوٌر رَِّحيمٌ ثُمَّ أَِفيُضواْ ِمْن َحْيُث أََفاَض النَّاُس َواْسَتْغِفُرواْ ا﴿  
“Then press on from where the people press on, and pray for God’s forgiveness; God is All-

forgiving, All-compassionate.”22 
 
People here refers to Prophet Abraham, peace be upon him, and the other prophets. As for 
the Prophet , he performed the standing at ʿArafāt even before Islam. Jubayr b. Muṭʿim 
said: 
 

                                                
22 Qurʾān: 2/199 
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وقد تركوا الموقف نحن الحمس فلا نخرج من الحرم  ويقولون كانت قريش إنما تدفع من المزدلفة

على جمل صلى الله عليه وسلم في الجاهلية يقف مع الناس بعرفة  فرأيت رسول الله على عرفة قال

ثم يصبح مع قومه بالمزدلفة فيقف معهم يدفع إذا دفعوا له  
“The Quraysh used to halt at Muzdalifah and say, ‘We are Allah’s neighbours, so we will not 

go beyond the sacred boundaries.’ So they used to refrain from standing at ʿArafah. 
However, I saw the Messenger of Allah  before Islam stand with the people at ʿArafah on a 

camel of his and then he would go to his people at Muzdalfah in the morning and stand 
with them and head off with them once they moved on.”23 

 
When the Prophet  arrived at Namirah, he entered the tent that had been set up for him 
and most likely performed a ritual bath as this was the practice of the Companions after 
him even though we do not have any relations of him performing it himself. They did so 
once the sun had passed its zenith. Then he called for his conveyance and he rode into the 
heart of the valley and delivered his famous sermon mounted on his red she-camel Quṣwāʾ. 
 
 Bilāl gave the call to prayer and call to standing and the Prophet prayed Ẓuhr and ʿAṣr 
together with the people. He did not pray any prayer before or between them. Bilāl gave a 
second call to standing and they prayed ʿAṣr. Then he mounted his conveyance and rode 
into ʿArafāt for the standing. Therefore, the standing at ʿArafāt started at the time of Ẓuhr. 
He remained on his conveyance for the whole time and stayed beside the rocks at the base 
of the Mount of Mercy. This is at the centre of the plain of ʿArafāt. The Prophet  spent his 
time there in supplication with his hands held like a pauper. At one point, the rein of his 
camel fell and one reaching for it, he still kept the other hand raised in supplication. He 
also recited the talbiyah. He said: 
 

لبيك اللهم لبيك إن الخير خير الآخرة  
“Here am I at You service, Allah! Verily the good is the good of the Next Life.” 

 
The Messenger of Allah  said: 
 

وحده لا شريك له له لا إله إلا الله  خير الدعاء دعاء يوم عرفة وخير ما قلت أنا والنبيون من قبلي

الملك وله الحمد وهو على كل شيء قدير  
“The best supplication is the one made on the Day of ʿArafah and the best things said by 

me and the prophets before is: There is no deity but Allah alone. He has no co-sharer 
and to Him is the dominion and all praise and He has power over all things.”24   

 
He would also often make this supplication: 

 

                                                
23 A rigorously authenticated tradition related by Ṭabarānī and Ḥākim  
24 A sound tradition related by Tirmidhī 
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ومماتي وإليك اللهم لك صلاتي ونسكي ومحياي  الحمد كالذي نقول وخيرا مما نقولاللهم لك 

اللهم إني  الصدر وشتات الأمراللهم إني أعوذ بك من عذاب القبر ووسوسة  مآبي ولك رب تراثي

أعوذ بك من شر ما يجئ به الريح  

“Allah, to You belongs all praise just as we say and better than we say. Allah, for You is my 
prayer, my rites, my life and my death. To You is my final return and to You belongs what I 
leave behind. Allah, I seek refuge in You from the punishment of the grave, the whispers of 
the heart, and disparity in my affairs. Allah, I seek refuge in You from the evil that the wind 

brings.”25 

 

وعلانيتي لا يخفى عليك شيء من أمري أنا وتعلم سري  نيهم إنك تسمع كلامي وترى مكاالل

 ق المقر المعترف بذنبي أسألك مسألة المسكينفالمستجير الوجل المشالمستغيث  البائس الفقير

خضعت لك رقبته وفاضت دعاء من  بتهل إليك ابتهال المذنب الذليل وأدعوك دعاء الخائف الضريروأ 

يا خير  تجعلني بدعائك شقيا وكن بي رءوفا رحيمااللهم لا  لك عيناه وذل لك جسده ورغم لك أنفه

المسئولين ويا خير المعطين  
“Allah, You hear my words and see where I am. You know my inward and outward. Nothing 

about my affair is hidden from You. I am the wretched one, the impoverished, the one 
seeking aid, seeing Your side, fearful, and afraid. I acknowledge and admit to my sins. I ask 
you as one who is destitute and beseech you as the sinful and humbled. I call on You as one 

who is fearful and weak, one whose nape has fallen into submission before You, whose 
tears fall down before You, whose body is humbled and whose nose has become dusted. 

Allah, do not forsake me when I call on You. Be merciful and compassionate to me! You are 
the greatest of those who can be asked and the greatest of those who give!”26 

 
In the latter part of the day, the Prophet  supplicated for mercy and forgiveness for his 
nation. Allah informed him that He had answered him, but not for the oppressors. The 
Prophet  beseeched, “My Lord, You have the ability to give the oppressed greater reward 
for the oppression of the oppressor, so forgive him.” However, Allah did not answer this 
request at this stage of the Pilgrimage.27    
 
Some of the people thought that the Prophet  was fasting, and so they sent a cup of milk 
for him, which he drank. He did not fast out of compassion for his people so they would not 
think it obligatory to do so after him. 
 
On that day, a man fell off his camel and died. The Prophet  ordered the people to wash 
him and bury him in his iḥrām shrouds, and not apply any perfume or fragrance to his 
body. He declared that he would be raised on the Day of Judgment, crying out the talbiyah, 
dressed in his two garments of iḥrām.  
                                                
25 A weak tradition related by Tirmidhī 
26 A tradition related by Ṭabarānī 
27 A tradition related by Ibn Mājah and Aḥmad 
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One day, a Jewish man came to ʿUmar � and said, “O Leader of the Believers, there is a 
verse in your book that if it had been revealed to us Jews, we would have taken that day a 
time of festivity.” ʿUmar asked, “What verse is that?” He replied, “Today I have perfected 
your religion for you and completed My blessing upon you and I am content with Islam as a 
religion for you.” ʿUmar remarked, “I know the day and place that this verse was revealed: 
it was revealed when the Prophet  was standing at ʿArafāt, which was on a Friday.”28   
   
When the sun set, the Prophet lifted Usāmah onto his steed and headed for Muzdalifah. He 
did not leave until all the yellowness of the sky at sunset had disappeared in contradiction 
to the practice of the Arabs, who left before sunset. When he set off, he held on firm to the 
reins of his conveyance so that it did not set off quickly. He travelled at a medium pace, but 
when there was no crowd before him, he moved on quickly. He told those around him to go 
easily for there is no goodness in haste.  
 
The Prophet  took the route from Maʾzimayn. He recited the talbiyah as he went. On route 
to Muzdalifah, the Prophet  dismounted and relieved himself in one of the valleys there. 
Then he performed his ablutions very quickly with Zamzam, washing his limbs only once 
and moved on. Usāmah asked him whether they would pray Maghrib and he told him that 
they would pray on reaching Muzdalifah.  
 
A man held onto the Prophet’s  reins whilst he was on his way of Muzdalifah and asked, 
“Messenger of Allah, what will take me close to Paradise and distance me from Hell?” He 
replied, “Offer the obligatory prayers, pay the Zakāh, make pilgrimage to the House of 
Allah, and deal with people in the way that you wish to be dealt and do not do to them what 
you dislike.”  
 
Muzdalifah 
 
One reaching Muzdalifah, the Prophet  repeated his ablutions, washing each limb thrice, 
and then the Call to Prayer was made. He led the people in prayer, praying three units for 
Maghrib and two units for ʿĪshāʾ. There was only one call to standing and he did not pray 
any prayer between them or after. They prayed before the animals were retired and 
unloaded.29  
 
In the night, he gave the weak and frail from amongst the men, women and children to 
move onto Mināʾ in order to perform their stoning early in the morning and avoid the 
crowds. Sawdāʾ asked his permission and he allowed her and told her not to stone until 
sunrise. He send ʿAbdullāh b. ʿAbbās and his father with the family of the Prophet  and the 
luggage at the end of the night to pray Fajr at the Jamarāt and then to stone after sunrise.    
 
After ʿĪshāʾ, the Prophet  laid down and rested until the dawn. He did not perform the 
night prayers because he had been very busy in the past few days and he would very busy 
on the 10th pelting the stone, sacrificing the camels and performing ṭāwāf. Some narrations 

                                                
28 A tradition related by Bukhārī and Muslim 
29 In another narration, they prayed Maghrib along with the two sunnahs. Then they tethered their camels. 
Afterwards, the Prophet  called for a meal. Then, the Call to Prayer was made for ʿĪshāʾ and the call to 
standing and they prayed.  
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state that he did pray that night but they are weak. When dawn broke, the Prophet  rose 
and prayed it at its earliest time. He did not pray it before its time as some have 
understood. Rather he prayed it before the usual time he would pray it.    
 
It was in Muzdalifah that the Prophet  prayed again for even the oppressors from amongst 
his nation to be forgiven, and this time Allah answered his prayer. He prayed for them in 
the morning and began to smile. Abū Bakr and ʿUmar asked, “May our fathers and mothers 
be your ransom, and may Allah ever keep you happy and pleased, why are you smiling?” He 
informed them, “When the Devil found out that Allah had accepted my prayer and 
pardoned my people, he picked up dust and started pouring it over his head and he 
screamed and wailed, saying, ‘I am destroyed!’ I laughed on seeing his wailing.”30  
 
He recited much talbiyah whilst he was in Muzdalifah. When the Prophet  finished his Fajr 
prayer, he called for his conveyance and headed to Mount Quzaḥ. On top of the Mount, he 
stood, facing the direction of prayer and supplication and declared much “Allah is great, 
glory be Allah and there is no deity except He!” 
 
Once the sky had become quite light but the sun had still not risen, the Prophet  lifted Faḍl 
up onto his mount behind him and headed to Minā. This was in contradiction to the Arabs 
who used to leave after sunrise.   
 
10th:  Muḥassir Valley 
 
The Prophet  headed to Minā at a steady pace but on reaching Muḥassir Valley, he sped up 
and struck his camel to move quickly until they had passed it. This was because this was the 
place where the army of Abrahah was destroyed. Others have said that this was the place 
where Satan screamed in despair on hearing that all the nation of the Prophet  had been 
forgiven.  
 
On this morning, the Prophet  told Faḍl to collect small pebbles for him. When he brought 
them back to him, he told him that they were the correct size. He collected them from a 
place near to the Muḥassir Valley, between Minā and Muzdalifah. He told the people to 
collect their stones from here. Here he said, “Take from me the rites of the Pilgrimage 
because I may not see you after this year.” 
 
When, he was on his way to Minā, a woman and a man on two separate occasions came to 
him and asked whether they could perform the Pilgrimage on the behalf of their elderly 
parents and he said that they could.   
 
Jamarāt:  
 
On reaching the largest pillar (ʿAqabah), at mid-morning, the Prophet  cast his stones at it 
seven times. He was mounted on his conveyance so that the people could see what he was 
doing and could learn from him their rites. When he cast his stones, the Kaʿbah was to his 
left and Minā was to his right. With each stone cast, he proclaimed: “Allah is great!” Faḍl 
was giving him shade and Bilāl was holding the bridle of his camel. When the crowds 
increased, the Prophet  called out, “People, do not kill one another. When you stone, use 

                                                
30 A weak tradition strengthened by other traditions related by Ibn Mājah and Abū Dāwūd 
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small pebbles.” It was here, that he stopped calling out the talbiyah, on casting his first 
stone. Here again, he said, “Take from me the rites of the Pilgrimage because I may not see 
you after this year.” 
 
After stoning, the Prophet  headed to a spot close to the ʿAqabah Pillar, which is close to 
the Mosque, near to the place he was staying. He slaughtered sixty three camels with his 
own hands, which he had brought with him from Madīnah and ʿAlī slaughtered thirty 
seven, which he had brought with him from Yemen. When the Prophet  began to slaughter 
the camels, each one was racing to the be the first and lay down before him voluntarily. 
The Prophet  ordered ʿAlī to give every part of the animal in charity, even the nose string 
and not give any of it as a wage to the slaughterer. He told ʿAlī to take a little of the meat 
from each camel and prepare it in one pot so that he could eat from them all. The Prophet  
also slaughtered a cow on behalf of each of his wives. Jābir narrates that the Prophet  
allowed the people to eat from their sacrifices and store some of it. In the next three days, 
they ate the meat and they also ate from it on their journey back to Madīnah.  
 
Then the Prophet  had his head shaved bald. He went to his tent and called for the barber, 
who was Maʿmar b. ʿAbdullah al-ʿAdawī. The Prophet  said in good humour, “The 
Messenger of Allah is putting his head in your hands at the time you have a blade in them!” 
He replied, “By Allah, Messenger of Allah, this is Allah’s greatest favour upon me.” He 
shaved his right side first and then his left. The Companions stood around him not wishing 
a hair to fall on the ground. He then called Abū Ṭalḥah31, gave him the hair and told him to 
go and bury it. However, when he came out of the tent, he saw the gaze of the Companions 
fixed on the hair and so he distributed them amongst the people. This was so that the 
people would have something to hold onto to remember him by. He also clipped his nails 
and distributed them amongst the people.  Muḥammad b. Zayd narrates that he and his 
father did not get to eat from any of the meat that the Prophet  had distributed, so he gave 
him some of his hair and nail clippings.           
 
The Prophet  made supplication for Allah to forgive those who had shaved their heads on 
that day thrice. Then he supplicated for those who had merely trimmed their hair. After 
having his head shaved, the Prophet  removed his sheets and applied perfume. Then the 
Prophet  told ʿAbdullāh b. Ḥudhāfah as-Sahmī to inform the people that no one should fast 
these days as they were days of eating, drinking and remembering Allah.  
 
Makkah:  
 
The Prophet  then mounted his conveyance and headed for Makkah to perform the ṭawāf. 
He performed this mounted on his camel so that everyone could see him. He had Usāmah 
seated behind him. This was specific to the Prophet as his animal was trained not to cause a 
mess in the Holy Mosque. Umm Salamah performed her ṭawāf on the same animal later due 
to weakness. He did not run at a pace in this ṭawāf. When he faced the Black Stone, he 
would touch it with a stick that he was holding and then kiss it.  
 
When he had finished the ṭāwāf, he rested his camel near the Station of Abraham and 
prayed two cycles of prayer. Then he went to the spring of Zamzam where members of the 
tribe of ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib were such as ʿAbbās, who was serving the people water. ʿAbbās 
                                                
31 He was the man who would dig the Prophet’s grave.   
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ordered his son Faḍl to fetch some date juice for the Prophet  but he called for Zamzam. 
ʿAbbās told him that the people had put their hands into it and he would fetch him some 
from his home. He replied, “There is no need. Give me from what the people drink.” The 
Prophet  drank from a bowl and he took some in his mouth and then spat it back into the 
bowl and they poured it back into Zamzam. He drank it whilst standing. He drank it in 
three sips saying, “In the Name of Allah” on each sip and “Praise be to Allah” after each sip. 
He declared that the difference between us and the hypocrites is that they do not drink 
Zamzam to their full. He said, “If I did not fear the people overwhelming you, I too would 
pull out the bowls with my hands.” And in another relation, he said, “If I did not fear the 
people would deem it a ritual of the Pilgrimage, I too would pull out the bowls of water 
with you.”   
 
He then headed to Ṣafā and Marwah, and performed the saʿī on his mount. ʿAbdullāh b. 
Umm Maktūm was holding onto the reins of his camel. As he was performing his rites, the 
people were calling out, “This is Muḥammad! This is Muḥammad!” such that even the 
women came out of their homes to see.   
 
ʿᾹʾishah and Jābir narrate that the Prophet  performed Ẓuhr in Makkah whilst ʿAbdullāh b. 
ʿUmar stated that he prayed it at Minā.  
 
Minā :  
 
 He then stayed in Minā, so that the people could ask him questions about their religion. 
People came with their questions regarding their pilgrimage. One man told him that he had 
shaved his head before slaughtering. The Prophet  told him to sacrifice an animal and 
there would be no harm. Another man said that he had slaughtered before stoning. The 
Prophet  said, “Stone and there is no harm.” This was his answer to every question. He 
stayed here for Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. On these days, he pelted all three of the 
pillars after zenith. After stoning the first pillar, the Prophet  turned towards the direction 
of prayer and supplicated for some time. He did this again for the second pillar, standing a 
little longer, but after the third, he did not stop. He performed these on foot. During the 
night, the Prophet  would head to the Kaʿbah. His wives performed their ṭawāf at night and 
he accompanied them and then he headed back to Minā. 
 
He allowed his uncle ʿAbbās to remain in Makkah because he was serving the people water. 
He gave permission to ʿAbdullāh b. ʿUmar as well because he was looking after the goods 
that they had brought to trade. He also gave permission to the camel herdsmen to remain 
outside of Minā. He allowed them to stone on the 10th but to leave out the 11th and stone 
twice on the 12th.  
 
In these three days, the Chapter of Victory was revealed and on receiving this, the Prophet 
 called for his conveyance and mounted it. He stopped at ʿAqabah, and gave a sermon. He 
told the people to make their actions sincerely for Allah, to give good counsel to their 
leaders and to hold fast to the main body of Muslims.    
 
On the 13th, the Prophet  stoned after zenith and then left Minā. He prayed Ẓuhr, ʿAṣr, 
Maghrib and ʿĪshāʾ at the Muḥaṣṣib Valley. He rested there a part of the night. This was the 
place where the Quraysh had vowed to boycott and expel the Prophet’s  family. He stayed 
here as a gesture of gratitude to Allah. It could also have been that they stopped here to 
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wait for ʿᾹʾishah. She had not performed her ʿumrah because she had previously been on 
her period. The Prophet  ordered her brother ʿAbd ar-Raḥmān to take her to Tanʿīm where 
she will go into a state of iḥrām. This was on the night the Prophet  was at Muḥaṣṣib. 
When she returned, the Prophet  ordered the people to perform the farewell ṭawāf. This 
was just before dawn. He performed his ṭawāf before Fajr as opposed to the position of Ibn 
Kathīr that he did it after the prayer. There is no evidence for this. On Wednesday 14th, the 
Prophet  led the people in Fajr prayer at the Holy Mosque. He recited the Chapter Ṭūr. 
Umm Salamah was very ill, so the Prophet  gave her permission to perform the ṭawāf on 
camel. After performing the ṭawāf, the Prophet pressed himself against the Multazam and 
supplicated. When ʿᾹʾishah would perform ṭāwāf, she would ask the people to dim the lights 
and she would stand at the Multazam on completing it, too.  
 
Ṣafiyyah was on her period at the time and she feared she would delay the people. The 
Prophet  asked her if she had performed Ṭawāf az-Ziyārah, and she informed him that she 
had. He told her, “You can leave now.” 
 
Then the Prophet  took water from Zamzam to take it back with him to Madīnah. He 
would take it back in leather skins.  
 
The Journey Back   
 
On leaving Makkah, the Prophet  recited: 
 

إلا الله وحده لا شريك له له الملك وله الحمد وهو على كل شيء قدير آيبون تائبون عابدون لا إله 

ساجدون لربنا حامدون صدق الله وعده ونصر عبده وهزم الأحزاب وحده  
“There is no deity except Allah alone. He has no co-sharer. To Him belong the dominion 
and to Him belongs all praise, and He has power over all things. We turn to Him always, 

worshipping, prostrating before our Lord in praise. Allah has fulfilled His promise, granted 
him victory, and defeated the parties alone.” 

 
This was what he would recite on returning from a battle. On his return, he took the low 
road unlike on his entry to the city which was from the high road. 
 
The Prophet  stayed in Makkah for ten days. He entered on Sunday 4th and left on 
Wednesday 14th.  
 
Ghad īr Khumm 
 
On his return, on Sunday the 18th, the Prophet  stopped at Ghadīr, near Juḥfah. He prayed 
Ẓuhr here beneath a tree and delivered a sermon in which he extoled praise on ʿAlī. He took 
him by the hand and said to the people, “Do you not know that I have more right to the 
believers than themselves?” They replied, “Yes, you do.” He then repeated himself and 
then supplicated, “Allah, whoever has me as a protector and friend has ʿAlī as a protector 
and friend (mawlā), too. Allah, befriend whoever has ʿAlī as a friend and be the enemy of 
whoever is his enemy.” 
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After this, ʿUmar when to ʿAlī to congratulate him. “You have become the friend of every 
believing man and woman.” 
  
The reason for this sermon was that some people had questioned ʿAlī’s decisions whilst he 
was a judge in Yemen. When ʿAlī had heard that the Prophet  was performing the 
Pilgrimage, he hastened to be there with him. He put another man in charge of the army 
and the man dressed each soldier in the finest arraignment from the belongings of ʿAlī. 
When the army came close to Makkah, ʿAlī went out to meet them and was astonished to 
see them wearing such fine clothes. He told the man, “Woe to you! What is this?” He 
replied, “I wished to clothe them in order to appear handsome on coming to the people.” 
He said, “Woe to you! Remove it all before the news reaches the Messenger of Allah .” The 
clothes were taken from the men and returned and the army raised its complaint because 
of they felt that they had been treated unjustly.32 
 
 Buraydah had been at a battle with ʿAlī and he had felt he had been treated unfairly. He 
complained to the Prophet  and his face showed displeasure. He said, “Do I not have more 
right to the believers than themselves?” Buraydah said, “Yes, you do.” The Prophet  
replied, “Whoever has me as a friend and protector has ʿAlī as a one, too.”33 

 

َوإِنِّي َتاِرٌك ِفيُكُم الثََّقَلْيِن أََحُدُهَما أَْعَظُم ِمَن الآَخِر ِكَتاُب اللَِّه َحْبٌل َمْمُدوٌد  أَنِّي َقْد ُدِعيُت َفأََجْبتُ إِنِّي كَ 

َماِء إِلَى الأَْرِض َوِعْتَرتِي َوإِنَُّهَما لَْن َيَزالا َجِميًعا َحتَّى َيِرَدا َعَليَّ  َفانُْظُروا َكْيَف تخلفوني  الَحْوضَ ِمَن السَّ

عاد من عاداهفهذا وليه اللهم وال من والاه و أنا ولي كل مؤمن من كنت مولاهولاي والله م فيهما  
“Verily it is as if I have been summoned (to Allah) and I have responded. Verily I am leaving 

in your midst two heavy burdens: the first is greater than the other, the Book of Allah, 
which is a rope outstretched from the heavens to the earth, and my household. These two 
things will always be together until they join me at the pool. Therefore, see how you treat 

these two things after I leave you. Allah is the my friend and protector and I am so for 
every believer. Whoever I am a friend and protector to, this man is so, too. Allah, befriend 

he who he befriends and oppose he who opposes him.”34 
 

He also mentioned that charity was not permissible for his household. He cursed those who 
altered their lineage and that offspring was for the married, for the fornicator there is the 
stone and that there is no will for the heir.       
 
As for the tradition relating that the verses “Today I have perfected your religion for you 
and completed My blessing upon you and I am content with Islam as a religion for you”, 
were revealed after this speech, this is baseless. The act of fasting this day with the 
intention of gaining sixty month worth of fasts also has no basis. 
 
In fact, when the Prophet  came back from his pilgrimage, he ascended the pulpit and 
addressed the people: 
 

                                                
32 A tradition related by Ibn Isḥāq 
33 A tradition related by Aḥmad 
34 A tradition related by Nasāʾī 
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 َعْن ُعَمَر ْبِن الَْخطَّابِ  َيأَيَُّها النَّاُس إِنِّي َراضٍ  ي َقطُّ َفاْعِرفُوا لَُه َذلِكَ َيأَيَُّها النَّاُس إِنَّ أََبا َبْكٍر لَْم َيُسْؤنِ 

انَ َوُعْثَماَن ْبِن  اِم َوَسْعِد ْبِن َمالِكٍ  اللَّهِ َوَطْلَحَة ْبِن ُعَبْيِد ْبِن أَبِي َطالٍِب َوَعِليِّ  َعفَّ َبْيِر ْبِن الَْعوَّ َعْبِد وَ  َوالزُّ

لِينَ  الرَّْحَمِن ْبِن َعْوفٍ  َٔوَّ َْٔهِل اَيأَيَُّها النَّاُس إِنَّ اللََّه َتَباَرَك َوَتعَ  َفاْعِرفُوا َذلَِك لَُهمْ  َوالُْمَهاِجِريَن الا لَى َقْد َغَفَر لا

َوِفي أَْصَحابِي َيأَيَُّها النَّاُس لا َيْطلَُبنَُّكُم اللَُّه  ي ِفي أَْخَتانِي َوأَْصَهاِريَيأَيَُّها النَّاُس لا َتتَِّبُعونِ  َبْدٍر َوالُْحَدْيِبَيةِ 

ا ُيوَهبُ َفإِ  ِمْنُهمْ بَِمْظَلَمِة أََحٍد  َوإَِذا َماَت الرَُّجُل  ِسَنَتُكْم َعِن الُْمْسِلِمينَ نَّاُس اْرَفُعوا أَلْ َيأَيَُّها ال نََّها لَْيَسْت ِممَّ

ا َتُقولُوا ِفيِه إِلا َخْيًراَفل  
“O People, verily Abū Bakr has never once wronged me, so acknowledge this to his credit. O 
People, verily I am content with ʿUmar b. al-Khaṭṭāb, ʿUthmān, ʿAlī, Ṭalḥah b. ʿUbaydullāh, 

Zubayr b. al-ʿAwwām, Saʿd b. Mālik, ʿAbd ar-Raḥmān b. ʿAwf and the early migrants. 
Acknowledge this to their credit. O People, verily Allah, most exalted and high, has forgiven 
the people of Badr and Ḥudaybiyyah. O People, don’t pry into the affairs of my wives family 
members or any of those related to me through marriage. Do not pry into the affairs of my 
Companions. O People, Allah will not demand you to hold them to account for any of their 
wrongdoings for it is not something that is granted. O People, restrain your tongues from 
speaking ill of the Muslims. If one of them dies, say nothing but good concerning him.”35 

 
Rawḥāʾ  
 
On his journey back from the Pilgrimage, the woman who had come to the Prophet  with 
her child came to the caravan with two rams and she was carrying him. She said, 
“Messenger of Allah, accept this gift from me, by the One who sent you with the truth, he 
(Satan) has not come back to him since (that day).”36 The Messenger of Allah  said, “Take 
one of them (the rams) from her and return the other.” 
 
i.e. his pilgrimage is a supererogatory one and his mother gains the reward. 
 
 
When the Prophet  reached Rawḥāʾ, they met a caravan. He greeted them and a woman 
from amongst them asked about the child who was with her. She said, “Is there a 
pilgrimage for him?” He replied, “Yes, and you have the reward.” 
 
On their journey back, a camel came crying out (with tears in its eyes)37 and fell down into 
prostration between the two lines of the people. The Messenger of Allah  asked whose 
camel it was. Some of the young men from the Helpers said, “It belongs to us.” “What is 
wrong with it? He asked. They explained “We have used him to irrigate the land for twenty 
years, but when it grew old we wished to slaughter him and divide it up between our 
children.” He said, “Sell it to me.” They said, “It is yours.” He said to them, “Treat it well 
until it passes away.”38  
  
Dhū  Ḥulayfah 
 
                                                
35 A tradition related by Ṭabarānī 
36 In the narration of Aḥmad, she said, “We have not seen anything happen to him since you left us.” 
37 This addition is in the tradition of Aḥmad 
38 A rigorously authenticate tradition related by Dārānī 
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It was the Prophet’s  habit to stay the night at Dhū Ḥulayfah if he did not arrive back in 
Madīnah by day. He would stay the night and pray Fajr here and then enter the city. He 
would leave the city from the road called Shajarah and enter from the road called Muʿarras. 
It is lower than Dhū Ḥulayfah and closer. When he saw Mount Uḥud he proclaimed, “This is 
the mountain that loves us and we love it.” On seeing the walls of the city, he would speed 
his camel up and on entering the city, he would cry out: 
 

ء قدير آيبون تائبون عابدون لا إله إلا الله وحده لا شريك له له الملك وله الحمد وهو على كل شي

ساجدون لربنا حامدون صدق الله وعده ونصر عبده وهزم الأحزاب وحده  
“There is no deity except Allah alone. He has no co-sharer. To Him belong the dominion 
and to Him belongs all praise, and He has power over all things. We turn to Him always, 

worshipping, prostrating before our Lord in praise. Allah has fulfilled His promise, granted 
him victory, and defeated the parties alone.” 

 
When he arrived, a woman whose name was Umm Sinān came to congratulate him and he 
asked her why she had not performed the pilgrimage with them. She said, “I had two 
animals, but my husband took one with him to the pilgrimage and the other was being used 
on the land, ploughing and irritating, so I could not go. The Prophet  said to her, “Verily 
the ʿUmrah in Ramaḍān is like the Pilgrimage undertaken with me.” 
 
On his return, the Prophet  held a feast, slaughtering a camel. 


